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GETTING STARTED

Come prepared for the first sesson. Pick up assignnents and readings from the Course
Materials Office and books fromthe Harvard Coop.

API-601: THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF PUBLIC ACTION

Those who seek to govan well are continudly and inescapably confronted in ther political,
professiond, and personal decisionswith questions of value This course is designed to provoke
critical thinking aboutthemoral chdlenges of puldic policymaking and themoral responsbilities
of public actorsin ademoaacy.

The course examines two questions (1) Wha should govenments do? (2) Wha should public
actors do? The first question requires usto consder public prindples tha guide good,jud, and
legitimate public policy. The second question requires us to consde the many and often
competing obligaions commitments, and vaues tha should guide public actors inside and
outside goveanment, paticularly when there is disagreement about specifying and interpreting
public prindples, and disagreement aboutwha is good,jug, and legitimate public policy.

The conviction that guides both the course@ content and its pedagogy is that moral and political

views can and should be groundel in reasons and tha reasoned changes of view are possible.
Moreover, the course is premised on the view tha althoughthere are anumber of ways in which
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questionsof value might be explored, oneof those waysN the methodsof andytic philosophical
thoughiN provides an important tool for the critical and reflective thinking that is necessary for
successful govenance. The course therefore provides regular practice in developing the skills of
andytic moral reasoning, and invites reflection about one® moral and political commitments
through an ongong engagement with classmates and authors (who may have different
commitments).

API-601isrequired for studentsin the Master of Public Policy program. Others may be admitted
with permission of theindructor.

REQUIREMENTSAND EVALUATION

Class Participation

Y ou are expected to come to each session prepared to discuss the day® assignment, readingsand
cases, and to make thoughtul contributions to the learning of yowr classmates. You are aso
expected to attend the Thursday discussion group conduded by your Teaching Fellow. For the
first five weeks, attendance it mandaory, afterwards voluntary and will be counted favorably
towardsyour class paticipaion grade For thefirst five weeks of theterm, you are aso required
to work in study groups Afterwards working in study groupsis voluntary, and agan will be
counied favorably towards your participaion grade Class paticipaion count for 20% of your
grade

Online Participation

| am experimenting this semester with incorporating discussion from a weblog into the course.
After each class, | will pog reflections comments, or questions to which students can respond
usng the comment feature. If youwould like to pos atopic for comment and discussion, send it
to Karim or me via email (archon_fung@harvard.edu or mailto:valabha@fas.havard.edu) and
oneof uswill pod it for you. Thetime for discussion in both sectionsand lectures is necessarily
limited, and this format may alow more fruitful exchange The URL for theweblogis:

http://www.archonfungnet/responsbility07

Participationin this onlineforumwill counttoward your class participaion grade

Written Assignments

For each class meeting, a written exercise is assigned. You are required to satisfactorily
complete three of these assgnments. They are due at the start of the class in which the topic is
congdered, and should not exceed 750 words The first assignment will not be graded, and the
remaining assignments will count for 40% of your course grade  There will be three deadlines
during theterm by which therespectively next assignment will have to be submitted. Y ou cannot
submit a pgper on a day later than the day for which it was assignad. Late assignments will not
be accepted.
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Final Take-home Examination

Thefind exercise will consist of essay questions that are to be answered in no more than 2,000
wordsin total. Examinaionswill be available at 10:00 am on Friday, December 7 and are dueby
10:00 am on Tuesday, December 11 Examinaions may be returned by mail or courer, but
emailed or faxed submissions are not acceptable. Thefind exam count for 40% of your grade.
Late examinaionswill beheavily pendized.

READINGS

Many of the conaeptud readingsask you to stretch your mind in wha mightbe an unaccusomed
way. The chdlengeis worthwhile. Seriousdiscussion about questions of valuein public service
requires at least some exposaure to seriouswritings both to build a conceptud vocabulary and to
see examples of good mora reasoning. The readings have been selected not only for thar
importance, but aso for thar accessibility. Still, you will find some passages hard-going. Study
guestionsare provided to guide you throughthe rough spots.

We will read subgantial portionsof two books which have been ordered in pagperback editionsat
theHarvard Coop:

Dennis F. Thompson, Political Ethics and Public Office (Harvard Univ. Press, 1987)

Arthurlsak Applbaum, Ethics for Adversaries. The Morality of Roles in Public and
Professional Life (Princeton Univ. Press, 1999.

Two other books also available at the Coop,are recommendad as backgroundand supplement:

Adam Swift, Political Philosophy A Beginna @ Guide for Sudents and Politicians
(Polity Press, 2001)

Will Kymlicka, Contemporary Political Philosophy, 2™ Edition (Oxford Univ. Press,
2001)

Also Recommended:
AnthonyWeston, (efinition,Oin A Rulebookfor Argunrents, 2" ed. (1992, pp.89-95.
Robet Audi (editor), The CambridgeDictionary of Philosophy(1995) entrieson

Qircular reasoningQ(pp. 124), Gormal fallacyO(pp. 271-273, and Onformal fallacyO
(pp.373376)

Unless otherwise indicated, all other readingsfor the course are available throughthe Course
Materials Office.
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INTRODUCTION

1. Rolesand Principles
Monday, September 10

Case: Legidative Discretion

Csenaor McGrail and the Death Pendty/Senator Johnsn and the Death PendtyO(1
page).

Edmund Burke, GBpeech to the Electors of BristolO(1774) in Philip B. Kurland and
Ralph Lerner, eds, The FoundesOCongitution, Vol. |, pp. 391-392.

Dennis F. Thompson, Qegidative Ethics,OPolitical Ethics and Public Office (1987, pp.
96-122.[BOOK]

PART |. POLITICAL PRINCIPLESAND PUBLIC POLICY

2. Liberty and ItsLimits|: Freedom of Conscience
Wednesday, September 12

Case: Headscarvesin Turkey and the U.S. the Pledgeof Allegiance

European Court of Human Rights, Leyla! ahinv. Turkey (No. 4477498) Judgmnent, 29
June2004,excerpts.

Minersville School Digtrict v. Gobitis, 310U.S. 586 (1940)(opinion of Judice
Frankfurter), excerpts.

West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette, 319U.S. 624(1943)(opinion of
Judice Jackson and dissenting opinion of Jugtice Frankfurter), excerpts.
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3.Liberty and ItsLimits|l: Speech and Harm
Monday, September 17

Ca= Neo-Nazi Parades

Qillage of Skokiev. Nationd Sodalist Party of America, Supreme Court of 111inoisO
(1978) in Philosophyof Law, eds Jod Feinbeg and Hyman Gross, 4th ed. (1991) pp.
311-314.

Peter Bergen and Paul Cruickshank, GClerical Error,OThe New Republic, Augug 8, 2005,
pp.10-12
http://search.epnd.convlogin.aspxirect=true& db=aph&an=17822644&cope=site

Home Secretary of the United Kingdom CEquusion or Deportation from the UK on Non-
Condugve Grounds Conaultation DocumentO(Augud 2005)

Frederick Schauer, Orhe Phenomenology of Speech and Harm,OEthics 1034 (1993, pp.
635-653.
http://search.epné.com/login.aspxdirect=true& db=aph&an=9311080431&cope=site

Judith N. Shklar, Qiberalism of Fear,Oin Liberalism andthe Moral Life, ed. Nancy L.
Rosenblum (1989) pp. 21-38, 255256

4. Liberty and ItsLimits|I1: Paternalism
Wednesday, September 19
Cas: Cigaettes

*D ennis F. Thompson, QPaterndistic Power,Oin Political Ethics and Public Office
(1987) pp. 148177, [BOOK]
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5.Liberty and ItsLimits1V: Moralism and the Limits of Choice
Monday, September 24

Case: Surrogae Motherhood

*Elizabeth S. Andeason, s Women@ Labor a Commodity?OPhilosophy& Public
Affairs 19:1 (1990, pp. 71-92

http://linksstor.org/sici?sici=0048
3915%2819902492919%8A1%3C71YBAIWLAC%3E2.0.CO%3B2-0

Judith Andre, Blodked Exchanges: A Taxonony,OFEthics 1031 (1992) pp. 29-47.
AvailableviaHOLLIS

6. Equality I: Distributive Justice
Wednesday, September 26

Ca= Income and Taxation

Liam Murphy and Thomes Nagd, The Myth of Ownership, chapters 1 and 7, 3-11, 142
161

Will Kymlicka, Q.iberal Equdity,OSections1-3, in Contemporary Political Philosophy,
2" Edition (2002) pp. 53-75.

Will Kymlicka, Q.ibertarianism,OSections1-3, in Contemporary Political Philosophy,
2" Edition (2002) pp. 102127.

Milton Friedman, Orhe Distribution of IncomeOfrom Capitalism and Freedom(Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1962) 161-166.

Recommendeal Source Readings

Louis Uchitelle, QRichest of the Rich, Proudof a New Guilded AgeOin New York Times,
July 15,2007

JohnRawls, Qustice as Fairness,OPhilosophical Review, 67 (1958) pp. 164-94.

John Rawls, A Theory of Judice (2" edition; Cambridge Harvard University Press,
1999) pp.52-70

Robet Nozick, istributive Jugtice,OSection 1, in Anarchy, State, and Utopia (1974)
pp.149182
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Milton Friedman, Orhe Distribution of IncomeOfrom Capitalism and Freedom
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962) 161-66

7. Equality 11: Basc Needs
Monday, October 1
Cas Hedth Care

Bernard Williams, "Theldea of Equdity,” in Philosophy, Politics and Sogety (Second
Series), pp. 110-131, edited by Peter Ladlett, et al.

Norman Daniels. (Health-Care Needs and Distributive JugticeOin Philosophyand Public
Affairs, Vol. 10,No. 2 (Spring 1981) selectionsfrom pats|, I, 1V, V, VII, pp. 146149
154168,174179.

Frederick Schauer, Multiple Sclerosis and the Allocation of BetaseronQ(1 page).

Angus Deaton, QPolicy Implications of the Gradient of Health and Wealth,O Hedlth
Affairs March/April 20@, http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/full/21/2/13

Recommendad Further Readings

Thomes Nagd, GEqudity,Oin Mortal Questions(1979) pp. 106-127.
Kurt Vonneyut, Harrison BergeronGin Welcome to the Monkey House, pp. 7-14.

8. Equality I11: Equality of Opportunity
Wednesday, October 3

Cas: University Admissions

Rondd Dworkin, GReverse Discriminaion,Qin Taking Rights Seioudy (1977) pp. 223
2309.

George Sher, Miversity,O Philosophy and Public Affairs 28 (1999, pp. 85-104.
[COURSE WEB PAGE ACCESS]
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com.ezpl.havard.edutoc/papal28/2

Daniel Golden, d[tle IX and the rise of the Uppe-Class Athlete: Fendng, Crew, and
Polo Scholarships OChapter 5 of the Price of Admission
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Recommendad Further Readings

Bernard Boxill and Jan Boxill, QAffirmative Action,Oin R. G. Frey and Christophe
Heath Wellman, eds, A Companion to Applied Ethics (2003) pp.118-27.

Walter Feinbag, QAffirmative Action,Qin Hugh LaFollette, ed., The Oxford Handbookof
Practical Ethics (2003, pp.272-99.

John Schaar, "Equdity of Opportunity, and Beyond", Equality. Nomos IX, Yearbook of
the American Sogety for Political and Legal Philosophy, pp. 228249, edited by J.
Roland Pennodk.
Christophe Jencks, QVhom Musgt We Treat Equdly for Educationd Oppottunity to be
Equd?0in Ethics 98 (1988) pp.518533

1% Written Assignment Due by Today

Monday, October 8 DNO CLASS (COLUMBUS DAY)

9. Equality 1V: Political Equality
Wednesday, October 10

Cas=: Racial Didtricting
Shawvs Reno, Selections(O@onnormajority opinion, Stevens dissent).

Lani Guinier, (econd Proms and Second Primaries,OBogon Review 175 (1992.
http://bogonreview.net/BR17 5/quinier.html

Robert Dahl, QA Theory of the Democratic ProcessOin Democracy and Its Critics (New
Haven: Yae University Press, 1989: pp. 106115 (up to @Problemsin the TheoryQ.

(Electionswith No MeaningQ(editorial), New York Times (February 21,2004) pp. Al4.
Availablevia LEXISNEXIS

10. Democracy and Deliberation
Monday, October 15

Cas: Public Deliberationin Rebuilding New Y ork City

ArchonFungand Susan Rosegrant, Q.istening to the City: What Should Be Built at
GroundZero,Oin Ethics and Politics: Cases and Comments, 4™ Edition, ed. Amy
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Gutmann and Dennis Thonpson (Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2006) pp. 303
310.

Elster, Jon, OrheMarket and the Forum: Three Varieties of Political Theory,Oin

Foundatonsof Sogal Choice Theory, ed. Jon Elster (New Y ork: CambridgeUniv. Press,
1989) pp. 103D132

11. Democracy and Difference: Accommodation
Wednesday, October 17

Case: ReligiousFundamentalism and Public Education

Gregory M. Stankiewicz, O'he Controversial Curriculum,Oin Ethics andPolitics: Cases
and Comments [3" edition], eds Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson (1997, pp. 327-
333.

Stephen Macedo, Multiculturalism and the ReligiousRightOand (Diversity and the
Problem of Judification,Oin Diversity and Distrug: Civic Educationin a Multicultural
Democracy (2000) pp.153187, 313-321.

PART Il. POLITICAL PRINCIPLES ACROSSPOLITICAL BOUNDARIES
12.Cross-Cultural Conflicts of Value
Monday, October 22

Case: The Theastani Poe

Bernard Williams, Morality: An Introdudionto Ethics (1972,2nded. 1993) pp. 20-26.

Susan Okin, Qs Multiculturalism Bad for Women?0in |s Multiculturalism Bad for
Wonmen? eds JoshuaCohen et a. (Princeton Univ. Press, 1999) pp. 9-24.

Azizah a-Hibri, Qs Western Patriarchd Feminism Goodfor Third World / Minority
Women?0in Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women? eds JoshuaCohen et al. (Princeton
Univ. Press, 1999) pp.41-46.

Recommended:

Mary AnneWeaver, QA Fugtive from Injustice,OThe New Yorker, Sept. 12, 1994 pp.
48-50,55-56,58-60.

Taslima Nasrin, "Happy Marriage OThe New Yorker, Sept. 12, 1994,p. 55.
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13.Human Rights, War, and I ntervention
Wednesday, October 24

Cas Interveningin Iraq
Michael Walzer, Jus andUnjug Wars (1977, pp.51-63,86-108,339-342

QWhy Attack Irag?0in Ethics and Politics: Cases and Comments, 4™ Edition, ed. Amy
Gutmann and Dennis Thonmpson (Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2006) pp. 45-58.

David Luban, GPreventive War,OPhilosophy& Public Affairs 32:3 (2004) pp. 207-48.
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com.ezplharvard.edutocd/papa32/3

14. Torturein a Democracy
Monday, October 29

Case: U.S. Interrogaion of Prisonas

Onterrogaing Detainees,Oin Ethics and Politics: Cases and Comments, 4™ Edition, ed.
Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson (Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2006) pp.
60-69.

David Sussman, QVha@ Wrongwith TortureQin Philosophyand Public Affairs, Vol. 33,
No. 1 (Winter 2005: 19-28.

http://www.blackwell-synergy.com.ezpl harvard.edu/doi/full/10.1111].1088
4963200500023x

Alan Dershowitz, (Bhould the Ticking Time Bomb Terrorist Be Tortured?A Case Study
in How a Democaracy Should Make Tragic Choices,Oin Why Terrorism Works (New
Haven: Yae University Press, 2002, pp. 131-163.

Optional:
Mark Bowden, Orhe Dark Art of Interrogaion,Qin Atlantic Monthly (Octobe 2003, pp.

31-75.
AvailableviaHOLLIS

9/10/2007 Copyright © 2007 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College. 10



15. Global Justice and Famine Relief
Wednesday, October 31

Casx Famine Rdlief

Peter Singer, GFamine, Affluence, and Morality,OPhilosophy& Public Affairs 1:3
(1972) pp.229-243

http://linksstor.org/sici?sici=0048
3915%281972219891%YBA3%3C229YE8AFAAM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-3

Amartya Sen, Grreedom and the Foundaionsof Justice,Oin Developnent as Freedom
(1999) pp.54-86, 303-314.

Recommendd:

Peter Singer, QVha Should a Billionare Give, What Should Y ou0in New York Times
Magazine (December 17,2006)

16. Justice and Immigration
Monday, November 5

Case: Immigration Policy

Joseph Carens QA\liensand Citizens The Case for Open Borders,OThe Review of Politics
492 (1987) pp. 251-273.

http://linksstor.org/sici?sici=0034

6705%2819872198949%8A2%3C251YBSAAACT CF%3E2.0.CO%3B2-I

Michael Blake, Ommigration,Oin A Corrpanionto Applied Ethics, eds R. G. Frey and
Christophe Heath Wellman (2003, pp.224-237.

Martin Ruhsand Ha-Joon Chang. Orhe Ethics of Labor Immigration Policy,O

International Organization. 58:1 (Winter 2004): 69-102.
AvailableviaHOLLIS
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PART II1. POLITICAL AUTHORITY AND PUBLIC ROLES
17.Ethicsand Adversaries
Wednesday, November 7

Cas=: Political Deception

Miiller and Furlough®[rev. 9/91] (1 page).

GGeorge W. Bush on Irag®@ Nudear WeaponsOin Ethics and Politics: Cases and
Comments, 4™ ed (2006, eds Amy Gutmann and Dennis Thompson, pp. 88-95.

Arthur Isak Applbaum, QRules of the Game and Fair Play,Qin Ethics for Adversaries
(1999) pp. 113135 [BOOK]

James Madison, Grederalist No. 100and GFederalist No. 51Q(178788), in The FoundesO
Conditution Vol. 1, eds Philip B. Kurland and Ralph Lerne (1987, pp.128131,330
331.

2" Written Assignment Due by Today

Monday, November 12N NO CLASS (Veteran@ Day)

18. A Division of Moral Labor?
Wednesday, November 14

Cas: Watergae

Mark H. Moore and Malcolm K. Sparrow, (Baturday Night Massacre,Oin Ethicsin
Gowvernment: TheMoral Challengeof Public Leada ship (1990) pp. 136-144.

Marbury v. Madison,Qin American Government, ed. James Q. Wilson (1989), p. 392.

Sir Michael Quinlan, GControversy: Ethicsin the Public Service,OGovernane 6:4
(1993) pp.538544

Arthur Issk Applbaum, Orhe Remains of the Role,Oin Ethics for Adversaries (1999) pp.
61-75.[BOOK]
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19.What is L egitimate Law?
Monday, November 19

Cas= South African Judges Undea Aparthad

Raymond Wacks, Qudges and Injustice,0Souh African Law Journal v. 101(1984, pp.

266-285.
http://heénonlineorg.ezpl havard.eduHOL /Page?handle=hen.joumds/soa101&id=268

& collectiongoumds

JohnDugad, CGshould Judges Resign?A Reply to Professor Wacks,OSouh African Law
Journal v. 101(1984) pp. 286-294.

http://henonlineorg.ezpl havard.eduHOL /Page?handle=hen.joumds/sod101&size=2
&isize=L &rot=0&collectiongoumas& id=288

Wednesday, November 21DNO CLASSN Thanksgiving

20. Civil Disobedience
Monday, November 26

Cases. Segregaed Buses, Abortion Clinics, AIDS Drugs

Martin Luther King, Jr., O\ Letter from the Birmingham Jail,Oin Why We Can®Wait
(1963) pp.77-100

Rondd Dworkin, CCivil Disobedience and Nudear Protest, OA Matter of Prindple
(1985) pp. 104116

21. Official Disobedience
Wednesday, November 28

Case: Whistleblowing

David Rudengine, aniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers,Qin Ethics and Politics:
Cases and Comments [3" edition], eds Amy Gutmann and Dennis F. Thompson (1997)
pp.161-171

Terrance McConnél, QVhistle-blowing,Oin R. G. Frey and Christophe Heath Wellman,
eds, A Conpanion to Applied Ethics (2003) pp.570-582.

Taylor Branch, Orhe Odd Couple,Oin Gutmann and Thompson, 2nded., pp. 104-113.

9/10/2007 Copyright © 2007 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College. 13



Daniel Ellsberg, QAre Secrecy OathsaLicense to Lie?0in Harvard International Review
Vol. 26, No. 2 (Summer 2004)

AvailableviaHOLLIS

22. Pdlitical Legitimacy and Discretion

Monday, December 3
Case: Legd Services
Mark H. Moore and Malcolm K. Sparow, avid Goldman and California Legd
Services,Oin Ethics in Government: The Moral Challengeof Public Leadea ship (1990)
pp.57-63.

Arthur Isak Applbaum, emocratic L egitimacy and Officia Discretion,Qin Ethics for
Adwversaries (1999) pp. 207-239.[BOOK]

23. Taking Responsibility
Wednesday, December 5

Case: Thelragi Kurds 1988

Samantha Power, Qrag: Human Rights and Chemical WeaponsAsideOin A Problem
fromHell: America andthe Ageof Genodde (20@), pp. 171-245,549-559

Michael Ignaieff, Orhe BurdenOin New York Times Magazne (Januay 5, 2003)
Availablevia LEXIS NEXIS

Dennis F. Thompson, OrheMoral Responsbility of Many HandsOin Political Ethics and
Public Office (1987) pp. 40-65. [BOOK]

Recommended:
Noam Chomsky, (Humanitarian | ntervention OBoston Review 18:6 (December

19930anuay 1994)
http://bogonreview.net/BR18.6/chomsky.html

3" Written Assignment Due by Today
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